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TAGS: PFOR, CH, UR 

SUBJECT: SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS: MOSCOW RESUMES PRESS CRITICISM 

1 . SUMMARY: IN MOSCOW'S FIRST OPENLY CIRTICAL CENTRAL 
PRESS COMMENTARY ON CHINA SINCE THE DEATH OF MAO, PRAVDA 
(FEB 10) CARRIES AN AUTHORITATIVE ''OBSERVER" ARTICLE 
BLAMING CHINESE FOR THE LACK OF PROGRESS IN NORMALIZING 
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SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS AND FOR SUPPORTING THE "OPPONENTS 
OF SOCIALISM AND THE REDUCTION OF INTERNATIONAL TENSIONS." 
ALTHOUGH THE ITEM REITERATES MOSCOW'S WISH FOR NORMAL 
RELATIONS. IT LOOKS TO US LIKE AN ADMISSION THAT THE 
CURRENT ROUND OF BORDER TALKS HAS BROUGHT NO PROGRESS. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. THE ARTICLE, CALLED "ANTI-SOVIET FICTION". IS 
OSTENSIBLY PEGGED TO A CHINESE STATEMENT ON THE CON- 
FERENCE TO "LEARN FROM TACHING", BUT "OBSERVER" EXTRACTS 
ONLY THOSE PHRASES ON THE ALLEGED "SOVIET THREAT," 

- A "FICTION" WHICH "OBSERVER" SAYS THERE IS NO NEED TO 
ANSWER. MOSCOW HAS MADE NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO NORMALIZE 
RELATIONS. "OBSERVER" CONTINUES, CITING THE 1971 NUF 
PROPOSAL AND ITS 1973 MODIFICATION, AS WELL AS REPEATED 
SOVIET PROPOSALS FOR SUMMIT MEETINGS. BUT PEKING DID 
NOT REPLY TO THESE PROPOSALS, SAYS "OBSERVER". IN RECENT 
MONTHS THE SOVIETS HAVE TRIED AGAIN, BUT PEKING SPEAKS 
OF A "SOVIET THREAT" AND THEREBY "ONLY PLAYS INTO THE 
HANDS OF THE OPPONENTS OF SOCIALISM AND THE REDUCTIONS 
OF 

INTERNATIONAL TENSIONS.'"'OBSERVER" CONCLUDES BY ASSERTING 
THAT THE SOVIET UNION DOES NOT THREATEN ANYONE AND FOLLOWS 
LENINIST PRINCIPLES IN ITS RELATIONS WITH ALL COUNTRIES 
INCLUDING CHINA. 

3. COMMENT. THIS ARTICLE THUS BREAKS MOSCOW'S VIRTUAL 
CESSATION OF ANTI-CHINESE POLEMICS EXACTLY FIVE MONTHS 
AFTER IT BEGAN WITH MAO'S DEATH ON SEPTEMBER 9. ALTHOUGH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 MOSCOW 01947 101639Z 

A FEW ITEMS IMPLICITLY CRITICAL OF CHINA HAVE APPEARED 
IN THE MEANTIME, THIS IS THE FIRST DIRECT CRITICISM 
ON THE CENTRAL PRESS, AND THE "OBSERVER" BYLINE 
INDICATES SPECIAL AUTHORITY. 

4. IT IS NOT A SLASHING INDICTMENT OF THE POST-MAO 
REGIME, AND IS CAREFULLY CONFINED TO BILATERAL RELATIONS, 

ON WHICH IT STRONGLY REITERATES MOSCOW'S PEACEFUL 
INTENTIONS. THUS IT DOES NOT YET REPRESENT A RETURN TO 
THE SCALE OF POLEMICS WHICH WAS ROUTINE BEFORE MAO'S 
DEATH. BUT THE EFFECT IS NEVERTHELESS TO PLACE THE BLAME 
SQUARELY ON PEKING FOR THE LACK OF PROGRESS IN NORMALIZING 
RELATIONS, AND IT DOES NOT IMPLY ANY SOFTENING OF THE 
SOVIET POSITION. COMING NEARLY THREE MONTHS AFTER CHIEF 
BORDER NEGOTIATOR IL'ICHEV'S RETURN TO PEKING, AND THREE 
WEEKS AFTER IL’ICHEV’S UNPUBLICIZED MEETING WITH PRC 
FOREIGN MINISTER HUANG HU A, IT STRONGLY SUGGESTS THAT 
MOSCOW IS ADMITTING THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO PROGRESS IN 
THE PRESENT ROUND OF BORDER TALKS. 
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